
 

 

What is it? Resources  

Geocaching 
For The  

Classroom 

Outdoor worldwide 
treasure hunt! 

Geocaching is an outdoor 
activity where players or 
students try to locate 
hidden containers 
(geocaches) using a GPS. 
They can then share their 
experiences online. The 
geocaches range in size 
from just a few centimeters 
to as large as a coffee tin. 
They can be hidden 
anywhere including in the 
middle of the city.  Some of 
them contain small prizes. 
However, if you take 
something you must leave 
something else in return. 
Others only have a logbook 
where you log your 
experience.  

• www.geocaching.com 

• www.blog.geocaching.
com/2011/08/geocachi
ng-finds-its-way-to-the-
classroom/ 

• www.ucet.org/inUCEtne
w/archives/2008/confer
ences/2008Presenters/C
lintStephensGPS/Geoca
ching%20Classroom%20I
deas.pdf 

• www.ksuetcgeo.blogsp
ot.ca/2009/01/welcome
-to-geocaching-in-
classroom.html 

• www.authorstream.com
/Presentation/hmcconn
ell-3768-goecaching-
use-classroom-final-
education-ppt-
powerpoint/ 
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Q&A 

How to use Geocaching in the classroom? 

1

Geocaching is a valuable activity to use in 
the classroom because it is easily adaptable 
to any grade level.  As well, it can fit with a 
wide variety of curriculum outcomes. For 
example it could be use in grade five for the 
social studies out come of distinguishing 
between physical and political maps and 
investigate the application of mapping and 
data management technology. Other 
subjects such as math, language arts, 
science, art and physical education can be 
incorporated into the activity. As well, it 
allows the students to build relationships, 
develop problem-solving skills and develop 
a connection to the outside world. 
Geocaching gets students excited about 

Q: What are the rules of 
geocaching? 

A: The rules are simple: you must 
place the cache back exactly 
where you found it, if you take 
something you must leave 
something, write about your find 
in the log book, and have fun! 

Q; How does a GPS work? 

A: A GPS requires an 
unrestricted view of the sky so 
that it can receive signals from 
satellites. The GPS then takes 
those signals to find where you 
are on earth.  

Q:  Who Hides the geocaches? 

A: Anyone can hide a 
geocache. All of the caches 
registered on 
www.geocaching.com have 
been hidden and are 
maintained by other players.  

Q: What is a travel bug? 

A: A travel bug is a game piece 
used in geo caching. You find it 
in a cache and the goal in the 
move it all around the world.     

2

the outside world and it motivates them to 
work hard and persevere. This is a relatively 
inexpensive activity to use in your classroom. 
All you need is a GSP unit and a sense of 
adventure.   

Geocaching around the world 

Another great factor of geo-caching is that 
it is culturally inclusive. Due to the fact the 
geocaches can be found around the world 
they act as a base to connect people from 
different countries. For example when 
people go on vacation to different places 
they use this activity to explore and learn 
about the local environment, people and 
way of living.    


