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Rationale: 
 

The following unit plan is designed to introduce grade two students to communities. The 
goal of this unit plan is to expose students to not only what a community is but also the role it 
plays in people’s lives, including their own. It is important to study communities with young 
children because it allows students to start with what is familiar and immediate in their lives and 
then move outwards to more worldwide topics. If students do not study their local community 
they may have a difficult time understanding the larger communities they are a part of, like their 
province or country. Students will explore and gain an understanding of all the different 
communities they belong to and the similarities and differences between those communities. 
Investigating the communities that students belong to will foster a sense of belonging in students. 
It is beneficial to explore this topic early in the school year, as it would help to build a sense of 
community within the classroom.  Students need to become aware of the fact that they are all a 
part of the classroom and school communities. Furthermore, it is beneficial for students to be 
exposed to all the different people in their community and the roles of these people, as this will 
allow the students to see their responsibility within their communities.  Students can then dig 
deeper into their community by exploring the natural environment around their community and 
how it affects their way of life. This will allow students to develop awareness of the relationship 
between people and what people can do and the natural environment.  
 
Essential Questions: 
What is a community and how does the community affect me? 
 
Guiding Questions: 

1. Is my school a community? If so, what makes it a community? 
2. Who are the people that make up my school community and what is their role within our 

school community? 
3. What communities am I apart of? 
4. How do individuals and groups who perform occupations within our community 

contribute to our community? Would living in our community still be possible if we did 
not have these community helpers? 

5. What is my role in the community? 
6. Is it important for us to work together within our community? What can we accomplish if 

we all work together in our community? 
7. How do the natural features around our community effect what we can or can’t do in our 

community?   
 
Outcomes/Indicators: 
 

The following two outcomes are the outcomes that students will explore in this unit. I think 
these outcomes tie very nicely together as the first outcome is "determine characteristics of a 
community". Characteristics can be defined as the features or qualities of a person or place. 
Therefore, if we want students to explore the characteristics of their community it is important to 
have them explore the natural environment of their community as the natural environment of 
their community is characteristics of their community. This then leads to the second outcome, 
which is "analyze the influence of the natural environment on the community". Between these 



2	  

two outcomes, there are seven indicators that the students would explore. I realize this may be a 
lot of indicators for two weeks however I don’t think you can explore this content with out all of 
them, as they all build off each other. They ask the children to first explore a community that they 
all are familiar with (their school) and then go outwards with the communities they explore. 

Students then look at their needs and how they are met by the communities, which they could 
not do if they did not have an understanding of what communities they are a part of. I think it is 
important to look at this after the students see what communities they are a part of because if 
gives them a sense of how important their communities are to their way of life and survival.  

The final thing students look at in this unit is the natural features in their community and how 
this affects their way I life. I think you cannot explore the characteristics of a community 
especially their community with out looking at this because the natural features in and around 
their community is an important characteristic that should not be excluded.  

 
• IN2.1 Determine characteristics of a community.   

a. Identify and record characteristics common to the school community (e.g., Who leads 
the school community? Who keeps the school community clean and physically 
pleasant? What kind of special events happen in the school community?) 

b. Compile a list of various communities to which students belong with those of the 
school community, identifying the similarities in meeting needs and achieving 
common purpose.  

d. Identify needs met by the local community that cannot be met independently or 
individually, and describe the concept of interdependence.  

e. Create an inventory of ways in which individuals and groups contribute to the well 
being of the school and local community.  

g. Create a representation exemplifying interdepend within the local community.  
 

• DR2.2 Analyze the influence of the natural environment on the local community. 
a. Describe natural features of the local community and speculate upon their importance 

(e.g., landforms, climate, vegetation, waterways) 
c. Inventory ways in which the natural environment influences lifestyle of the local 

community.  
 
Adaptations:  
 

I have planed this lesson around the current grade two classroom that I am in for my pre-
internship and have planned my adaptions accordingly. There are no students in this class that 
have a physical disability that would require an adaptation within a lesson. However, there are 
three students that are reading and writing below grade level so that will need to be factored into 
the following lesson plans. As well, I have tried to keep in mind the learning routine that the class 
already has established, which is having a large group discussion or activity, modeling the 
activity, and then working on a seatwork activity. The lessons are designed to be approximately 
45 to 60 minutes as this is about the amount of time that the students can say focused on one 
lesson. The reason it is able to be a little closer to an hour is because the lesson is broken up by 
different larger group activity and individual activities.  
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Lesson One: My School Community 
 
Grade: Two                             Subject: Social Studies  
Date:                                         Time: 1 hour 
 
Description of Lesson and rationale: This lesson will introduce students to the idea of 
communities. Students need to start by understanding the definition or characteristics of what a 
community is because understanding the definition and characteristics of what a community is 
will allow them to then look at the different communities they are apart of. Students will then 
start by identifying their school as a community, what makes it a community, and what people 
work in this community.      
 
Outcome: IN2.1- Determine characteristics of a community   
 
Indicator: a) Identify and record characteristics common to the school community (Who keeps 
the school community clean and physically pleasant? What kinds of special events happen in the 
school community?) 
   
Big question: 

1. Is my school a community? If so, what makes it a community? 
2. Who are the people within in my school community and what is their role within our 

school community? 
 

Materials: 
• Poster board  
• Markers  
• Chart paper 
• Bag of jobs   
• Book 
 

Cross-Curricular Connections: This lesson is cross-curricular to Language Arts, as students 
will be writing while creating their posters and then presenting them. As part of the Langue Arts 
curriculum, students are asked to compose and create a range of visual, multimedia, oral and 
written texts that explore: identity, community, social responsibility and make a connection to 
their own life. As well, the students are asked to as speak clearly and audibly in an appropriate 
sequence for a familiar audience and a specific purpose. Both of these are done within this lesson. 
 
Set (15 minutes): 

Today, we are going to start exploring what a community is. So my question to you grade 
two’s is “has anyone ever heard that word community before?” “Where have you heard the word 
communities before or how was it used?” (Examples of where the students might have heard 
about communities before: our community newsletter from school, their community soccer team, 
or the community center where they go swimming). We have heard about communities in lots of 
different places before so we are going to see if we can brainstorm some characteristics of all 
communities. Characteristics mean that we want to think about the things or traits that something 
has to have for it to be a community. We are going to read a book called Living in Urban 
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Communities by Kristin Sterling. While I read this book, I want you to listen for and pay 
attention to the characteristics of the urban community or the things that make up the community 
in the book. 

 
**Read Living in Urban Communities by Kristin Sterling 

 
As a group we are going to create a brainstorm web for the characteristics of a 

community. How do we start when making a brainstorm web? (Put the big idea or topic in the 
middle) 
 
What is our big idea for this web? (Characteristics of a community) 
 

Lets think about the characteristics about the community in our book. For it to be a 
characteristic of a community it has to be something that is common to all communities. So can 
we say that a characteristic of a community is that all communities have highways? (No, even 
though we say pictures of a highway in the community in our book there does not have to be a 
highway for it to be a community). By raising our hand, we are going to add things to our web 
things that are characteristics of a community. Remember to think about the community we just 
read about in our book and what made it a community. 
 
Prompting questions: 

• How do things get done in a community? (In a communities people come together to 
work towards the same goal.)  

• What do all communities have in them? (All communities have people- a community is a 
group of people that live near or with one another.)  

• How do disagreements come about in a community?  
• What is the same about people in a community? (Have the same goal, interests, beliefs, 

values.) 
• What do people do in a community? (People live, work, and play together. In all 

communities there is jobs that people do.) 
• How do people know what they are supposed to do in a community? (All communities 

have a leader.) 
• What sizes do communities come in? (Communities are variety sizes from big to small.) 
• What do communities do for people? (All communities meet a need for people or help 

people in their time of need.) 
 
Development (30 minutes):  
(See Appendix A for poster planning sheet.) 

So remember before we started making our brainstorm web about the characteristics of a 
community I told you that all communities have to have the characteristics that we put on our 
web. Are there any ideas on our web that you don’t think are characteristics of a community? So 
then if these are all characteristics of a community using these as our guidelines to what makes 
something a community do you think our school is a community? Why do you think that our 
school is a community? Can you give me an example of how one of these characteristics looks in 
our school?  
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Examples of how we see the characteristics of a community in our school community: 
• We all “live” together in our classroom. And most of the people that come to our school 

live by one another. 
• We all come to school for the same reason which is to learn. 
• We have a principal of our school which is the leader of our school and then we have a 

teacher in our classroom that is the leader of our classroom. 
• Just like communities, schools are different sizes and then in our school we have classes 

that are different sizes.  
• We have people like teachers and assistants that help us and look out for us to keep us 

safe.  
• We work together in the classroom to accomplish what we are learning and then we play 

together on the playground.  
• As a school we have common values and beliefs. Our value at our school is “Be the best 

you can be”. 
• Our school meets our needs of getting an education to be able to function is society.    
• We celebrate things that are a part of our society (ex. birthdays)  
• We have people that work in our school and all these people have a job that they need to 

do in order to help our school run. 
 

So these are all characteristic of our school that make it a community. One of the most 
important characteristics of our school community is that we have lots of people within our 
school that all have very important job that help our school run the way it does. If we did not 
have all these people in our school we would not be able to have our school running the way it 
does. Raise your hand if you can tell me one person that works in our school?  

** For the first few people that students think about ask: What is their job in our school 
community? Why is it important that someone does that job in our school community? 
• Teachers 
• Principles  
• Custodians  
• Librarians  
• Students 
• Learning resource teacher  
• Music teacher  
• French teacher  

 
All these people and their jobs are very important in our school community. We are going to 

make posters about all these jobs and what they do and why they are important. We are going to 
work in our table groups of four. Each group is going to get one piece of poster paper. Because 
you are only getting one piece of poster paper what do you think would be a good idea to do 
before we write on our poster paper? (Decided what we are going to put on our poster and how 
we are going to put in on our poster so we don’t mess it up). Right, so you are going to first do a 
practice poster. Each group will get a practice sheet. (Hold up practice sheet)  

On the front of your practice sheet, you will print the job that your poster is going to be about. 
Then you are going to decide how you are going to answer the two questions. The information 
that needs to be on your poster is “what do people who do this job do within the school and why 
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is it important that people do this job for the school?” Once you have printed all this information 
on your sheet and your group as agreed on it you will flip your practice sheet over and draw a 
rough copy of your poster. Do you have to write all the information on your picture of your 
practice poster? (No just where you are going to put everything).  

Once all your group members are happy with your practice poster, you can draw on your big 
poster paper.  Remember when we work in groups it is important to listen to everyone’s ideas 
before we make a decision on what we are going to do. One person can be a leader in the group 
but that does not mean that they can be the boss of everyone. A leader’s job is to help the group 
stay on task and get everything done.  

So can someone remind me what the first step is? (Fill the information out on our practice 
sheet) and then do you we draw on our big poster? (No we draw our practice poster first).  

One person from each table when I call your table group is going to come up and pick a job 
that is done in our school community out of the bag and I will also give you your practice sheet. 
Once you have these two things you can start. When you are done your practice sheet, you can 
flip you green cup up on your tablw and I will bring you your big peace of poster paper.  

***Call one table group at a time for one person to come up and pick their job and get the 
practice sheet.  

 
Closure (15 minutes): 

Now that we have completed our posters, we are going to present them to our classmates. 
By presenting them it gives everyone else a chance to learn about the job that your poster is 
about. Remember, it is important to listen when a group is presenting because we can learn from 
them as well as we need to be respectful of our classmates and listen because we want them to 
listen to what we have to say.  
 
Assessment:  
(See Appendix A for grading rubric and self-assessment rubric.) 

Students will be assessed as a group on whether they followed the directions of doing a 
practice sheet first and then their poster and if their practice sheet was used as a collection tool of 
information. The poster will be assessed on: if they display the name of the job, what the person 
does that performs that job and why that job is important and if it the poster is organized. As 
well, students will do a self-assessment on how they worked in the group.    
 
Adaptations: 

Adaptation can be made to this assignment by having students interview the person in 
their school that performs the job they are creating the poster on. The group would have to 
develop interview questions they would want to ask and then submit them to the teacher for the 
teacher to approve. They would have to think about what type of questions they would need to 
ask to get the information they need. As well they would have to decide who was going to what 
job during the interview.  

If this adaptation was made to the assignment the lesson would have to be done over two 
days as the first day the student would develop their questions and on the second day they would 
do their interview and make their poster. Another adaptation for this activity could be students 
could look for pictures in magazines, newspapers, or the internet for pictures of what the job does 
and then put these on their poster.   
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Lesson Two: My Communities 
 
Grade: Two                             Subject: Social Studies  
Date:                                         Time: 1 hour 
 
Description of Lesson and rational: In this lesson students will be able to explore what other 
communities they are apart of. By exploring all the communities they are apart of will give 
students a sense of belonging. As well, by looking at a wide variety of communities allow 
students to further deepen their understanding of a community. 
 
Outcome: IN2.1- Determine characteristics of a community   
 
Indicator: b) Compile a list of various communities to which students belong (e.g., culture, 
recreational, faith, sports, arts).   
   
Big question: 

1. What communities am I apart of? 
 
Materials: 

• Chart paper  
• Circle community book activity sheets 
• Brass fasteners  

 
Set: 
Last day in social studies we talked about the characteristics of what makes something a 
community. Can anyone remind me of some of the characteristics that we brained stormed that a 
community will have? 

•  In a community people come together to work towards the same goal. 
•  A community has people- a community is a group of people that live near or with one 

another. 
• Communities can have disagreements. 
• People in a community have the same goals, interests, beliefs, and values. 
• In a community people live, work, and play together. 
• In all communities there is jobs that people do. 
• All communities have a leader. 
• Communities are variety sizes form big to small. 
• All communities meet a need for people/help people in their time of need. 

 
So after we came up with all these characteristics of communities we talked about one 

community that we are all a part of. What was that community? (Our school). We are all a part of 
our school community but there are many other communities that we all belong to. For some of 
these communities, we will all belong to the same community but for other communities some of 
use will belong to one community while others belong to a different one. It is ok for us to belong 
to different communities then one another because some of the communities we belong to are 
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based on our interests and values. And because we all have different interests and values we 
would not want to belong to the same communities because remember one of our characteristics 
of a community is the people within the community have the same interests and values.  

* Have the characteristics of communities up on chart paper for the students to refer back to.  
 
Development: 

Keeping in mind the characteristics of a community especially the fact that all 
communities are different sizes, sometimes they can be very, very big and other times they can 
only consists of a few people. We are going to create list of all the different communities we 
belong to. We are going to use this pyramid to record all of our communities by placing the 
largest communities we are apart of at the bottom and then work up to the smallest communities 
we are apart of. (Make a large pyramided on chart paper).  

Just because one community is bigger then another that does not mean it is better then 
another. So we have already decided that we are apart of our school community. Where do you 
think it would go on our pyramid? We will place it there for now and as we brainstorm more 
communities we belong to if we think it needs to be moved we can move it.  
 
Guiding questions for filling in the community pyramid:  

What other communities are we apart of? 
Are we apart of any other communities within our school community? (Our classroom 
community, the before and after school program community)  
What do you do for fun? Are those communities? (Sports teams, clubs)  
Where do you live? Are those communities? 
What beliefs or values do you have? What communities do those put you in? 
What do you think the biggest community we are apart of is?  

 
Possible communities that the children are a part of: 

• School community  
• Classroom community  
• Day care or before and after school program community  
• Their neighborhood  
• Their family 
• Sports team community  
• Swimming class community  
• Girl guides/ beavers community  
• Clubs 
• Extra curricular activities  
• Church community  
• Our city  
• Our province  
• Our country 

 
Activity:  
(See Appendix B for community circle book) 

This is a great list of all the communities we are a part of. You are now going to make 
your own community book starting with the smallest community you are a part of up to the 
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largest community you are a part of. So the circles within in your community book are: this is 
me, this is my school, this is my neighborhood, this is my city, this is my province, this is my 
country, and this is my world. So what do you think goes on the first circle? (Your name and a 
picture of yourself) for each of the other circle you are going to write what communities you are 
apart of within the community already on the circle.  

Some of the other communities you are a part of might fit on more then one circle. I want 
you to print it on every circle that it would fit. So for example if we look at the circle this is my 
school what other communities are we apart of that could go on this circle? (Our classroom 
community, any school clubs or daycare). Could this also go on the communities we are part of 
in our neighborhood? What community could we say we are apart of in our neighborhood but not 
in our school? (Our family)  

Once you have gone through and written all the communities you are apart of you can 
draw a picture on each circle. What do you think you should draw a picture of?  (Ether the large 
community on the circle or the small communities you add). And the final step is to cut out each 
circle on the black line. 

So what was the first thing we are going to do with out community circles? (Draw a 
picture of us on the first circle and write our names) Good.  

What are we going to do next? (Print all the others communities we are apart of within the 
bigger communities) 
  And when we are done printing what do we do? (Draw pictures) 

And the last thing? (Cut the circles out on the black line) 
When you are done all that I will come and put a brass fastener in the top to keep them all 

together. 
  
Closure: 
(See Appendix B for exit slip.) 

As the students finish their community circle books pair them up. In their partnerships 
they will read their community circle book to each other and then together fill out the exit slip 
comparing the similar communities they are apart of and the different communities they are apart 
of.  
 
Assessment:  
(See Appendix B for grading rubric.) 

The student’s community circle books will be used as a form of assessment to asses the 
students understanding that they belong to many different communities of differing sizes that all 
overlap one another. As well the students exit slips that they do with a partner will be used to 
assess the students understanding of that fact that we can belong to different communities based 
on our interests, beliefs, and values.  
 
Adaptations: 

This activity could be adapted by having students only draw the pictures of the 
communities they belong to that fit within the larger communities on the circles.  

As well, this activity could be adapted by not having the larger communities on the circles 
and give the students blank circles. This would allow them to come up with their own 
communities they are a part of and force them to think of what the smallest community they are a 
part of and work up to the largest.  
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Lesson three: Community Helpers  
IN2.1 Determine characteristics of a community.   

e. Create an inventory of ways in which individuals and groups contribute to the well being 
of the school and local community.  

 
Activities: Occupation activity sheet, Community Helpers Research booklet, Super kid activity. 
The activities in this lesson will be done over three days. 
 
Rationale: Exploring all the jobs that people do in the community will help students to 
understand that every job that someone does helps the community to run successfully. Students 
will not be able to grasp the next lesson on interdependence within the community if they have 
not first been exposed to everything people do in the community for it to run successfully.  As 
well, students will gain a sense of belonging and responsibility by discovering what they do in 
the community to help it run successfully.  
 
Explanation of actives:  
Day one:  
(See Appendix C for occupation chat activity sheet.) 

- As an entire class introduce that there are many jobs that people do in the community. 
Some of these jobs are seen by the public as more important like a doctor or nurse and 
others are often overlooked like a fast food worker or gas station attendant.  

- Ask the students if they think there are jobs that are more important then others to help 
our community run successfully. Discuses with students that all jobs that people do are 
equally important because they all provided a service to the community. Examples:  

o Doctors/nurses: provide health care  
o Gas station attendees: allow us to put gas in our car so we can go places 
o Garbage men: pick up our trash and help to keep our community clean 
o Teacher: educate people   

- Ask the students what would happen in our community if we were to remove one job or 
the service that they provided. Students will discover that if we were to remove a service 
that is provided by a job we would have an imbalance in our community and we would 
have to learn to live differently, and our need that is met by the service of the job that was 
removed would no longer be met.  

- As a class, have the students create a list on the board/overhead/chart paper of as many 
jobs or occupations they can think of. 

- Once you have completed the list of jobs move on to the occupation chart. This chart has 
three columns and seven rows to fill information in. The first column is where you place 
the name of the job, the second column is for what this job does for the community and 
the third column is for what would happen to the community if people no longer did this 
job.  

- Do the first three rows as a class and then have the students complete the last four rows 
individually.  

 
Assessment: The last four rows of the chart that the students filled in on their own can be 
used as assessment to asses the students understanding of the conversation that took place in 
class today being that every job is important and helps our community.    
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Modification: For students who struggle with connecting concepts on their own, the 
difficulty in connecting these concepts may come from not having the vocabulary to explain 
the occupation.  A way this activity could be modified for these students is have them do it as 
a matching activity. The worksheet would give the occupations, what they provided to the 
community, and what would happen if that job was no longer provided to the community. 
The student would then be asked to match service and the effect to the correct occupation. 
This could be done by cutting out and gluing into a chart.    
 
Day two:  
(See Appendix C for Community Helper Research Book.) 
(The students in the class I am at for me field placement have had lots of experience of 
pulling information from another source. However if students are not experienced at this 
method the following activity may take two days.)   
- Review with students the list of jobs that people do that the students created yesterday. 

Ask the students if there are any jobs that they would like to add to the list.  
- Introduce to students the community helpers’ research booklet. Explain to students that a 

community helper is anyone who works to help the community. Ask the students if there 
are any jobs on their list that they do not fall under community helpers. If any job is 
pointed out as not being a community helper ask what service they provided for the 
community and revise how yesterday we talked about how every service a job provides 
for the community is helping the community.  

- For the community helpers research booklet every student will need to pick an occupation 
they see in their community. They will then need to research it on the internet or in books. 
The booklet then asks the students about the occupation they have chosen on each page of 
the booklet the students will be asked to write about the occupation as well as draw a 
picture.  

- The questions in the booklet are:  
o What does a __________________ do? 
o Where does a __________________ work? 
o What does a _____________________ wear? 
o What supplies does a ________________ need? 
o Why is this job important to the community? 
o More cool facts 

- Once students have completed their booklet, they can share with their classmates so that 
everyone has a chance to learn about all the occupations.  

 
Assessment: The students finished community helper booklets can be used for assessment by 
looking at if students were able to actually identify the components of their chosen job. As 
well if students were able to gather information from another source and use it for their 
information. 
 
Modification: This assignment could be mortified for both students that are both below grade 
level or above grade level. If students have difficulty reading or writing they could be given 
books with more pictures that they could gather the information from or watch a video about 
the occupation they are interested in. There are many videos on YouTube about different 
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occupations. As well, for students that a below grade level, they could be asked the draw the 
pictures to express their information and then the teacher could scribe the sentences for them. 
For students that are above grade level they could be given more difficult books to gather 
their information from. As well the final product that they produce could be more challenging 
by having them create a PowerPoint or write a short essay about the occupation they are 
investigating. If students prefer to express their knowing kinesthetically, the same 
information can be displayed in a something like a skit, song, or diorama.   
 

Day Three: 
(See Appendix C for super kid activity sheet.) 

- Have a large group discussion on what the student’s job in the community is or something 
they have done/are doing that helps the community be successful. Explain to the students 
this could be a fundraising projects in the community they have been apart of, a time they 
helped someone else in the community do their job, a time they helped to clean up the 
community, a way they made the community visually appealing, or there job as a student.  

- Brainstorm these ideas with the students and have them provide examples.  
- The students will then do the Super Kid activity sheet. On the top of the sheet there is an 

outline of a child. This is for the children to design themself as a super hero that helps the 
community. Then on the bottom half of the page, there are lines for the students to write 
the ways that their hero helps the community.  

- These could then be placed on a bulletin board as the students will take pride in showing 
others the way that they help the community.      
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Lesson four: Team Work in the Community  
 
IN2.1 Determine characteristics of a community. 

d. Identify needs met by the local community that cannot be met independently or 
individually, and describe the concept of interdependence.  
 

Activity: Recycling project. This activity will be ongoing throughout the year. Adapted from 
http://aecgrade2communityproject.wordpress.com 
 
Rationale: Through being engaged in and taking initiative for a project that benefits the whole 
community, students will be able to see how their needs are met by the local community and can 
not just be met by one person.  
  
Explanation of Activity:  
(See Appendix D for T chat activity sheet) 

- Ask students if they know what interdependence means. Through a large group 
discussion, introduce to students the idea of interdependence. Interdependence can be 
described to students as the mutual dependence and relationship between things.  

- Ask students if they can provide any examples of things within the community that are 
interdependent upon one another. Examples of interdependence within the community 
could include how different groups of people depend on one another, how people depend 
on the environment of the community or how the environment depends on people.  

- Discuss with the students that there are many needs that are met for people within our 
community. As well, explore the different way that these needs are met. Students will see 
that one individual person cannot meet a majority of these needs. Create the list of their 
needs that are met in there community. The list of needs can include: sources of food 
(grocery stores and restraints), safety (police officers, fire fighters, security), educators 
(school and teachers), recreations (swimming pools, splash parks, parks, skating rinks, 
movie theaters), health care (doctors, nurses, paramedics), shelter (builders, plumbers, 
electrocutions, real estate agents).   

- Have the students create a T-chart with how their needs are met. On one side of the T-
chart have students record the needs that they can met for themselves and on the other 
side of the T-chart have the students record the needs that can not be met by one person. 
This will reaffirm the important interdependence for the students.  

- Have the students work in groups to research and choose different fundraising projects 
that are happening in either their school community or local community. Have each 
group identify how their chosen fundraising project is meeting then needs of the 
community that could not be met by individuals. Current examples in Regina that could 
be looked at are the splash park project in the southeast or a playground for visually 
impaired students at Arcola school.  

- Each group will then write up a proposal to share with the class in regards to how their 
chosen fundraising project meets the needs of the community members that one person 
could not meet on their own.  

- After sharing all the proposals as a class the students will need to decide what fundraising 
project they will contribute to.  
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- Ask students where they think the money for these projects come from and if these 
projects will become real if the whole community does not work together to make them 
happen.  

- Have students brainstorm ways that as a class they could raise money for this project in 
their community but also benefit the community in the way that they are collecting 
money.  

- If recycling cans and bottles in not on the list, suggest this to the students and ask them 
what they think the benefits to the community would be if they were to collect cans and 
bottles and recycle them. They would not only be helping the community project to make 
money but they would also be helping the community to reduce the garbage and stay 
clean.  

- This would then be an ongoing project as the class would then brainstorm and come up 
with the system and roles that each student would need to play to collect the recycling 
that is produced in their school as well as the recycling from their community. By having 
your student also collect the recycling from the community it allows the community to 
take part and contribute to the student learning.     

 
Extensions to this lesson: This would be an ongoing lesson that would be touched on 
throughout the year and could be used to meet other outcomes. Pollution and ways to be 
environmentally friendly could be explored as well as the effects of pollution on earth. Math 
could also be incorporated into this lesson as the students count the money and discover how 
much each item is worth and how many of each item they need to collect to reach their goal. 
As well Language Arts could be incorporated in regards to when students reach out the 
community to get them involved they could make flyers or write newspaper advertisements.  

  
Assessment: Assessment for this activity would also be ongoing and cross-curricular 
depending on what other aspects are explored throughout the year with this project. 
However, up to this point in the project the students could be assessed for the identification 
of how that project meets the needs of the whole community. All the students would have a 
different job and responsibility in the project based off their strengths and interests. 
Therefore, the assessment for each student may be different based on what they are doing. 
However, through out the project all students will keep a reflection journal that will also be 
used for assessment.  As the project progresses so would the assessment.  
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Lesson five: Interdependence within the community  
 
IN2.1 Determine characteristics of a community.   

g. Create a representation exemplifying interdependence within the local community.  
 

Activity: Community Diagram. Activity retrieved from 
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12//cur/socstud/foundation_gr2/blms/index.html 
 
Rational: All students have different learning styles so it is important to explore the same topics 
through different forms. The following activity will involve an art activity where students are 
demonstrating the interdependence within the community and how people’s way of life depend 
on all the buildings and other things that are in their community.  
 
Expiation of Activity:  
(See end of the unit plan for an example of the art activity. See Appendix E for art activity sheets 
for students and exit slip.)   

- Each student will complete their own coloring sheet that will be turned into their diagram 
of things in the community.  

- Each student will be given two sheets: one sheet is the skyline of their community and the 
other sheet has different buildings and objects we see throughout our community. The 
students will color and cut out both sheets. The skyline sheet will be folded in half which 
will create the skyline and street of our city and then by folding the tabs on the other 
objects and gluing them onto the skyline of your city students will create a diagram of city 
that consists of a restaurant, bank, theater, fire station, apartment building, subway, motel, 
sandwich shops, hospital, city hall, bus, trees and fire hydrants.  

- Once the students have created their mini diagram of a community it can be used to 
reaffirm and bring to the students attention on how we all depend on the services that 
these different buildings provided for use. Have the students choose one thing in their 
community diagram to write or draw an exit slip on. The exit slip will ask them to identify 
why the community needs this specific place and how it meets the needs of the 
community, and if people could meet this same need with out this in our community.  
 

Assessment: The students exit slip would be a good piece of work to use as assessment 
because it is asking them to incorporate the concepts of interdependence that they have 
explored in a previous lesson in another activity. If they can identify this topic no just in 
isolation of the recycling project they are more likely to understand it at a deeper level.   
 
Mortification: If students need to be challenged more with the exit slip they could also be 
asked why they placed the buildings where they did in their community. This would allow the 
students to think more in depth about their community diagram if the placements of their 
buildings affect the use of the buildings.   
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Lesson six: Community walk- the following activities will take place over two days. 
  
DR2.2 Analyze the influence of the natural environment on the local community.  

a. Describe natural features of the local community and speculate upon their importance 
(e.g., landforms, climate, vegetation, waterways) 
 

Activity: Community Walk  
 
Rational: For the students to fully understand and explain the characteristics of a community 
they need to have a chance to explore the physical characteristics of the natural features of the 
environment, as this is an important and influential characteristic in the community.  
  
Explanation of Activity:  
  
Day one: 
(See Appendix F for T chart activity.) 

- Introduce to students the idea of natural features. Natural features can be explained to 
students as the things that appear naturally in of our community that people did not make 
or put there. Examples of natural features can be landforms, vegetation, waterways, 
climate, minerals, and animals.  

- Establish what landforms, vegetation, waterways, climate, minerals are. After each one 
has been defined, write the definition on chart paper and ask the student to provide a few 
examples of each. By having the definitions written down for the students, they can refer 
back to it later, which will help the students with the future activities. 

- Have the students complete the features of Canadian communities sorting activity. This 
activity has the students cut out the different words and sort by natural features and 
features constructed by people. The student then glue the features into the two different 
sides of the T chart.  

- It is important to have students do this sorting activity before we go on the community 
walk because students need to have a clear understanding of what a natural feature is and 
what a constructed feature is because on the community walk we only want them to 
record the things that are natural. The reason it is important that we only record the things 
that are natural features is because we want to then look at how these things effect our 
way of living and some of the things that constructed by people are due to the natural 
features that we are trying to live with. 
 

Assessment: The students’ sorting activity can be assessed to make sure that all students 
understand the idea of natural features vs. contracted features. This assessment should be 
done before the students go on the community walk because if the students are still struggling 
with this concept then more time will need to be spent on identifying the difference.  
 
Mortification: The above sorting activity can be modified by providing students with just the 
words of what they are to be sorting, or words and pictures. Having the words would push the 
children to use their reading skills. However if students struggle with reading by pairing the 
words with a visual allows them to use the visual to assist them with deciphering the word.    
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Day two: 
(See Appendix F for scavenger hut activity and speculation on the importance of natural features 
sheet.) 

- Take the students on a walk around their community where they are going to go on a 
scavenger hunt to find as many natural resources as they can. 

- Give each student a clipboard and pencil to record what he or she sees on their scavenger 
hunt sheet. Their scavenger hunt sheet will be dived into five section titled: landforms, 
climate, vegetation, natural resources, and waterways. In each section, they can ether 
draw or print what they see in their own community under each of these categories.  

- Take a digital camera on the walk in the community so that as the teacher you can take 
pictures of what the students are seeing so that they can refer back to them once you are 
back in the classroom. 

- Have a class discussion in regards to the information the students collected during their 
community scavenger hunt. This information could be accumulated into one big chart 
paper as this would provided a chance for the teacher to see if the students identified any 
things that were not natural features or if there are any question about what category 
something should go in.  

- Once the students have shared the natural features that they found in their own 
community and the teacher has had a chance to check to make sure that students only 
recorded natural features have them speculate upon the importance of these natural 
features.   

- Remind students that speculating means that they are just asked to come up with a theory 
as to why there chosen natural features could be important. There does not have to be any 
background evidence that that is what it is used for however, it has to be reasonable and 
make sense. To do this study, they will choose four different things from their scavenger 
hunt to look at more in depth at.  

- Model the activity sheet the students will do before you ask them to do it. The activity 
sheet says, "If you have____________ in your community, you can:” What the students 
will do is in the blank they will place on of the natural features they saw in their 
community and then underneath they will brainstorm three to five ways that there chosen 
natural resource is important.  

o For example: If your have trees in your community you can: build a house, play in 
the woods, have a pulp and paper mill   

 
Assessment: The student’s speculations sheet can be used as assessment. You are not assessing 
the number of connections between the natural feature and why they are important that a student 
can come with. Rather, you are marking the quality of the connections between the natural 
features and the importance if it.  

The connections that students make do not have to be the correct importance of the 
natural feature in their local community, as they do not have any background knowledge of this 
yet. Rather because we are only asking them to speculate we are looking for their connections to 
just be possible ways these natural features could be important. For example, if students identify 
Wascana Lake as a natural feature in their community one of the ways they could speculate its 
importance is by saying it proved drinking water for use. This may not be correct but it could be 
possible, as we need water to drink.   
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Modification: If students struggle with coming up with speculations on their own of ways that 
these natural features are important or useful they can look through magazines or newspapers for 
pictures of people using the natural feature or how the natural is used in ways that they thing, 
Seeing these pictures will help students to make the connections between these natural features 
and real world implications so they can then speculate upon there importance. Students can cut 
out the pictures they are finding and then create collage.  
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Lesson seven: Influences on our lifestyles  
 
DR2.2 Analyze the influence of the natural environment on the local community. 

c. Inventory ways in which the natural environment influences lifestyle of the local 
community.  

 
Activity: worksheet and community skits 
 
Rationale: When students are able to take their speculations about the importance of natural 
features and turn them into how they affect the way they get to live in their community will make 
it more relevant for students. As well, by seeing how the natural features effect their life will lead 
to the students taking more of an interest in caring for their natural features in their community.  
 
Explanation of activity: 
(See Appendix G for activity sheet for discovery what natural features allow us to do.)  

- To relate the natural features to the importance in their community, how they affect their 
life or what they allow them to do the student will choose four natural features to explore. 
These could be the same natural features as they explored before or a different four 
natural features.  

- To get the students thinking about what the natural features in their community allow 
them to do put all the natural features from the students scavenger hunt into a bag. Draw 
one of the natural features out of the bag. Ask the students what does _______ allow you 
to do that if we did not have _____________ in our community what could you not do.  

- Give the students a few minutes to think about this and the have a few share. Do a few of 
these as examples before students create their own lists of natural features and what they 
allow them to do.   

- For the four selected natural features, the students will fill in their chart worksheet. Their 
worksheet will ask them to identify the natural feature, write two to three sentences about 
the natural feature. One sentence will be about why this natural feature important in your 
community?  And the other sentence will explain how does this natural feature affect how 
you live? Or what does this natural feature allow you to do?  

- After the completion of the worksheet the students will get into groups of four. The 
students will share the four nature features they all chose and then decided on one that 
they will create a skit about to present to the class. In producing the skit students will be 
asked to put together as many importance or affects of the natural feature as they can 
think of. As well as if these differ at different points or year or for different groups of 
people.  

- Doing this activity individually then sharing in small groups and then as a larger group 
will allow students to see the affects and importance of many different natural features. 
As well how to develop a deep understanding of the importance and affects of the natural 
features, as they will get to see this from many different perspectives. Students were 
asked to write it first and then talk about it and the act it our meeting a wide range of 
learning styles.  

 
Assessment: The groups presentations can be used to assess the students ability to not only 
recognize the natural features in their community but then how they see them relevant to their 
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own life in how they are important and effective. By assessing this as a presentation rather 
then on paper requires students to have a different understanding of the topic because students 
by be able to write about it but not be able to demonstrate them. As well, by having them act 
it out they are more likely to remember it.    
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Appendix A 
 

Poster	  Planning	  Sheet	  
	  

Group	  Members	  Names:	  _____________________________	  	  	  	  	  ___________________________________	  
	  
	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _____________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  ___________________________________	  
	  
	  

1. What	  job	  within	  our	  school	  community	  is	  your	  group	  going	  to	  make	  a	  poster	  about?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

2. What	  does	  a	  person	  who	  does	  this	  job	  do	  within	  our	  school?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

3. Why	  is	  this	  job	  important	  to	  our	  school?	  
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As	  a	  group,	  draw	  an	  example	  of	  what	  your	  poster	  is	  going	  to	  look	  like.	  You	  do	  not	  have	  to	  
write	  all	  the	  information	  on	  your	  practice	  poster.	  The	  practice	  poster	  is	  for	  you	  to	  come	  up	  
with	  a	  plan	  on	  how	  you	  are	  going	  to	  organize	  all	  the	  information	  on	  your	  real	  poster.	  	  
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Rubric	  for	  job	  poster	  	  
	  

Topic:	  ____________________________________	  
	  

Group	  Members:	  ___________________________	  	  	  	  ____________________________	  
	  

_________________________________	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________	  
	  
	  

	   1	   2	   3	   4	  
Following	  the	  
steps	  of	  the	  
assignment	  	  

The	  steps	  of	  
the	  project	  
were	  not	  

followed	  as	  the	  
group	  started	  
with	  the	  larger	  

poster.	  

One	  or	  more	  
step	  was	  
missed.	  

The	  group	  
followed	  the	  
steps	  of	  the	  
project	  

however,	  there	  
is	  very	  little	  
carry	  over	  
between	  the	  
planning	  and	  
the	  poster.	  

Group	  
collected	  

information,	  
planned	  out	  
the	  poster	  and	  
then	  created	  
the	  poster,	  
with	  all	  

information	  in	  
every	  step.	  	  	  

Practice	  sheet	  
was	  used	  as	  a	  
collection	  tool	  

for	  
information	  

Practice	  sheet	  
was	  not	  used.	  

Practice	  sheet	  
had	  very	  little	  
information	  on	  
it	  that	  helped	  
with	  the	  
poster.	  

The	  practice	  
sheet	  was	  used	  
to	  collect	  
information	  
however	  the	  
information	  
was	  not	  in	  full	  

detail.	  	  

The	  practice	  
sheet	  had	  all	  
information	  in	  
great	  detail.	  	  

Organization	  
of	  poster	  

There	  is	  no	  
origination	  on	  
the	  poster	  and	  
information	  
cannot	  be	  
understood.	  

Poster	  is	  not	  
organized	  

however	  with	  
some	  effort	  the	  
information	  
can	  be	  

understood.	  	  

Poster	  is	  well	  
organized	  and	  
easy	  to	  follow	  

It	  is	  evident	  
that	  thought	  
was	  put	  in	  to	  
great	  a	  well	  
organized	  
poster	  witch	  
make	  the	  
information	  
easy	  to	  follow.	  

Information	  on	  
the	  poster	  

The	  poster	  
does	  not	  

contain	  any	  of	  
the	  required	  
information.	  	  

One	  or	  two	  
categories	  of	  
information	  
are	  missing	  
from	  the	  
poster.	  

All	  categories	  
of	  information	  
are	  covered	  
briefly	  on	  the	  

poster.	  	  

All	  categories	  
are	  covered	  in	  
depth	  on	  the	  
poster.	  	  	  
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Self-‐Assessment	  for	  Poster	  Activity	  
	  

Name:________________________________________________	  
	  

	  
	   Always	   Sometimes	   Never	  
I	  listened	  to	  
everyone’s	  ideas.	  	  

	   	   	  

I	  contributed	  my	  
own	  ideas	  to	  the	  
group.	  

	   	   	  

I	  worked	  with	  my	  
group	  members	  to	  
come	  up	  with	  an	  
idea	  that	  we	  were	  
all	  happy	  with	  
before	  putting	  
anything	  on	  the	  
poster.	  	  	  	  

	   	   	  

I	  helped	  to	  put	  the	  
information	  on	  the	  
poster.	  

	   	   	  

I	  was	  apart	  of	  
presenting	  the	  
poster.	  
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Appendix B 
 

The	  Communities	  I	  Am	  A	  Part	  of	  Exit	  Slip	  
	  
	  

Name_____________________________________	  and	  _____________________________________	  
	  

	  
What	  communities	  are	  similar	  that	  we	  are	  both	  a	  part	  of?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
What	  communities	  are	  different	  that	  we	  are	  both	  a	  part	  of?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Why	  are	  we	  a	  part	  of	  different	  communities?	  	  
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Rubric	  for	  What	  Communities	  am	  I	  Apart	  of	  Activity	  	  	  	  
	  

Name:	  ____________________________________	  
	  
	  

	   1	   2	   3	   4	  
Recording	  of	  
communities	  
the	  students	  
are	  apart	  of	  
within	  the	  
larger	  

communities	  	  

Students	  did	  
not	  record	  any	  

smaller	  
communities	  
they	  are	  apart	  
of	  under	  the	  

larger	  
communities.	  

Student	  
recorded	  a	  few	  
communities	  
they	  are	  a	  part	  
however	  there	  
is	  not	  apparent	  
though	  as	  to	  
the	  larger	  
communities	  
they	  fit	  into.	  

Student	  record	  
many	  

communities	  
they	  are	  a	  part	  
of	  under	  the	  
fitting	  larger	  
communities.	  

It	  is	  evident	  
student	  have	  
deeply	  though	  
about	  the	  
other	  

communities	  
they	  are	  a	  part	  
of	  and	  what	  
larger	  

communities	  
they	  fit	  under.	  	  

Communities	  
are	  recorded	  
on	  circle	  that	  
they	  fit	  into	  

Students	  did	  
not	  record	  any	  

smaller	  
communities	  
they	  are	  a	  part	  
of	  under	  the	  

larger	  
communities.	  

Students	  did	  
not	  carry	  any	  
smaller	  

communities	  
on	  to	  other	  
communities	  
they	  fit	  into.	  

Students	  put	  
the	  smaller	  
communities	  
on	  more	  then	  
one	  larger	  
community	  

circle	  that	  they	  
fit	  into.	  	  	  

The	  smaller	  
communities	  
are	  placed	  on	  
all	  larger	  

communities	  
circles	  that	  
they	  fit	  into.	  	  

Pictures	  match	  
the	  

communities	  
listed	  on	  the	  
circles	  

Students	  did	  
not	  draw	  any	  
pictures.	  

The	  pictures	  
are	  difficult	  to	  
connect	  to	  the	  
communities	  
listened.	  

The	  pictures	  
are	  of	  one	  of	  

the	  
communities	  
listed	  on	  the	  

circle.	  

The	  picture	  
adds	  to	  the	  

understanding	  
of	  one	  or	  more	  
communities	  
listed	  on	  the	  
circles.	  

Students	  
understand	  
why	  we	  are	  
apart	  of	  
different	  

communities	  	  

Students	  do	  
not	  attempt	  to	  
answer	  the	  
question	  on	  
the	  exit	  slip.	  

Students	  
provided	  a	  

reason	  why	  we	  
are	  a	  part	  of	  
different	  

communities	  
however	  it	  
does	  not	  

explain	  why	  
we	  are	  apart	  of	  

different	  
communities.	  	  

Students	  
explain	  we	  are	  

a	  part	  of	  
different	  

communities	  
because	  we	  
are	  different.	  	  

Students	  
explain	  we	  are	  

a	  part	  of	  
different	  

communities	  
because	  we	  
have	  different	  
values,	  beliefs,	  
and	  interests.	  	  	  
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Appendix C 
 

Name:               Date:                          
Jobs in my Community 

In each row print the name of a job in your community in the first column, in the second column 
print what service this job provides to the community and in the last column print what would 
happen in your community if this service was no longer provided by this job.  

Name of job What service dose the job 
provide?  

What would happen if this 
job was not done?  

Teacher Educates children  Children could not go to 
school 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



29	  

Name:               Date:                          
	  

Jobs in my Community 
Cut out the pictures bellow and glue the different jobs in the first column. Then in the middle 
column glue the picture that shows what each job dose and then in the last column glue the 
picture of what would happen in the community if no one did that job.  

Name of job What service does the job 
provide to the 
community?   

What would happen to the 
community if this job was 

not done?  
Teacher Educates children  Children could not go to 

school 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  

Super	  __________________________________________________________	  
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Appendix D 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Needs	  met	  by	  individuals	  for	  
themselves	  

	  

Needs	  met	  by	  the	  community	  
where	  people	  are	  

interdependent	  on	  one	  another	  
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Appendix E 
Name:         Date: 
     

Exit Slip 
 
One building in my community diagram is: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Why does the community need this place? _____________________________________ 
 

 
 
Could people meet this same need without this place? ____________________________ 
 

 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
Name:         Date: 
	  
	  

Exit Slip 
 
One building in my community diagram is: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Why does the community need this place? _____________________________________ 
 

 
 
Could people meet this same need without this place? ____________________________ 
 

 
 
Why did you place the building where you did?  ________________________________ 
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Appendix F 

Features of Canadian Communities 
Cut out the natural features and constructed features that can be found in communities across 
Canada that are on the second page and glue them on the appropriate side of the T char deepening 
on what kind of feature they are. 
Natural features: features that appear in a community on their own with out people putting them 
there.  
Constructed features: features in a community that are made by people. 
 
   
    Natural Features            Constructed Features  
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Animals 
 

River Mountains Valleys Flowers 

Bridge 
  

Clouds Trees Pond  Rain 

Car 
 

Snow Plans Road Park 

Grass 
 

House Store Hills Moss 

School Lake  Sun  Stop 
Sign 

Bus 
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Features of Canadian Communities 
Cut out the natural features and constructed features that can be found in communities across 
Canada that are on the second page and glue them on the appropriate side of the T char deepening 
on what kind of feature they are. 
Natural features: features that appear in a community on their own with out people putting them 
there.  
Constructed features: features in a community that are made by people. 
 
   
    Natural Features            Constructed Features  
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Animal 

 

River Mountain Valleys Flowers 

Bridge 

  

Clouds Trees Pond  Rain 

Car 

 

Snow Plans Road Park 

Grass 

 

House Store Hills Moss 

School Lake  Sun  Stop 
Sign 

Bus 
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Natural Resources Scavenger Hunt 
	  
What items can you find in our community that is examples of these natural resources? As we go 
on a walk around our community print examples of landforms, vegetation, waterways, climate 
and animals that you see.  
 
Landforms 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vegetation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Waterways 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Climate 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Animals 
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Why are these Natural Features Important? 
 
For four of the natural features that you found in your community, speculate on why they are 
important. Remember: speculate means you are coming up with a theory as to why the natural 
feature is important. It does not have to be the correct way that your community uses the natural 
feature but it does have to make sense.   

 
 
If you have ________________________________ in your community, you can: 
 
 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

• _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

• _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
If you have _________________________________ in your community, you can: 
 
 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example:	  	  
If	  you	  have	  trees	  in	  your	  community,	  you	  can:	  

• Build	  houses	  	  
• Play	  in	  the	  woods	  	  
• Have	  a	  pulp	  and	  paper	  mill	  
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If you have____________________________________ in your community, you can: 
 
 

• _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
I you have ____________________________________ in your community, you can: 

 
 

• _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

• _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

• _________________________________________________________________	  
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Appendix G 
Name:           Date: 
 

What I can do  
 

Choose four natural features that you saw in your community and record them on the left side of 
the chart. On the right side of the chart, brainstorm ideas of what these natural resources allow 
you to do in your community.  
 

Natural feature in your 
community 

What it allows you to do in your community 

 Lakes  
 
 
 

Go swimming and fishing in the summer.  
Go ice fishing and skating in the winter  
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